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But I have great faith in the Queen's recollections, and I do not
doubt I may have expressed the opinion, or even (so to speak)
conveyed a message that it would be useful if he were prepared
now to announce that he would hereafter vote for any grant
that might be proposed by the Government.
I am not sure that he would give this pledge ; and I should be
going beyond my rights were I to exact it.
My opinion is that an abstention upon one occasion, by way of
transition, was not unpardonable, and was less inconvenient to
high interests than an affirmative vote with an explanation would
have been ; but that the abstention ought not to be repeated.
I think moreover it will be well for me to lay out the matter
in this sense in a conversation with Sir C. Dilke, so that he may
understand that nothing has been said or done to condone absten-
tion in principle or to bind the Government to acquiesce in it on a
future occasion. It will be well also that he should make this
known to any other member of the Administration, should there
be any, who may feel similar difficulties.
I ought to add my conviction that his conduct has been per-
fectly straightforward. He states that when the Government
was in course of formation he gave me notice that he would not
be able to vote affirmatively, at an interview in the presence of
Lord Granville. Neither Lord Granville nor I can remember
this, but we cannot undertake to deny it. He has not stated that
there was any concurrence on my part, and I have no doubt that
if the incident took place my answer was that no practical question
then impended, and that the subject might stand for consideration
when it might arise.
851                  Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram]                                 CHERBOURG. 14% April. 1882.
I heard with surprise today that Mr. Parnell was in Paris. Not
having received any intimation from Irish Govt. I ask if this can
be true.
852  (Copy)   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
HAWARDEN. 14 April. 1882.
Mr. Gladstone with his humble duty reports that he has this
afternoon received Your Majesty's ciphered Telegram concerning